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Canberra's

UFO just

spacejunk:

Mt Stromlo

By MANDYLYNCH

About2.25amyesterday a cigar
shapedobjectwitha fieryorangetail
sped across Canberra's

sky. The ob-
jectwas visiblefor about30

seconds,

beforebreakinginto aboutsix pieces
whichmovedin a lineand disap-

pearedoverthe horizon.

An astronomerat Mount Stromlo
Observatory,

Mr Shaun Hughes,was
outside at the time and

described
the

eventas
"spectacular".

He said the
objectlookedlike,a planeon firewith

a
red-orangestreambehindit. .

The brightlights,whichwerepar-
allelto the

horizon, movedfromthe
hillsnorth-west

of the city.The path
of the objectwas

tracked
as far as

treesto the
north-east

by Mr Hughes

and two other
astronomers

at the ob-
servatory,ProfessorDon Matheson
and Mr VinceFord.

The
observatory

had been "inun-
dated"with

telephone callsfrom peo-
ple who reportedsightingsof the
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"unidentified

Hying object"they had
seen, according to a

spokeswoman.

She saidshe was amazedby how
manypeoplewereup at the timeof
the

sighting.

The
spokeswoman

said the object

was
probably

a largepieceof space

debris re-enteringthe atmosphere,

ratherthan a
meteorite.

"Thereare largenumbersof satel-

lite 'junk1goingaroundthe earth,"

she said."It is estimated thereare

about6000piecesup thereof foot
ball-size

or bigger,and thereare hun
dredsof thousandsof smallerpieces."

It was not likelythe
remnants

of
the debriswouldbe

recovered

as they
probably hit the PacificOcean.

The
spokeswoman

said the object

must have been
travellingquitehigh

as sightings were reported across
northern and westernNSW and
southern Queensland.

It was difficult

to
estimate

its size,whichcouldrange

from that of a football to an aero
plane,she said.

For thosewho missed out on the
sighting,

the latestin productadver-

tisingwill lightup Canberraskies
tomorrow night with "stars"forming

into words.

Broughtto Canberraby the Aero
plane Jelly Company, the system
calledNite-lites is an

illuminated,

computer-driven
sign fixed under

neath a small Cherokee 180 aero-
plane.

Nite-Liteswas developedby Mr
Fred Hampton, of Perth.
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